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DISCLOSURE FORM FAQs

Some frequently asked questions and guidance to complete the disclosure forms

Which invention disclosure form do I complete?
Your technology is a: software, algorithm, treatment program or process, dataset, design, or functions as a written piece of work then use SVH Copyright Disclosure Form (CDF) if:
Your technology is a compound, cell therapy, gene therapy, biomarker, diagnostic test, medical device, or functions as a physical product then use the SVH Invention Disclosure Form (IDF):
What if my technology is a device with software aspects?
· IDF if: the key inventive element of the device is the device
· Example: a new heart monitor with better sensors, which feed in to a digital display.
· CDF if: the key inventive element of the device is the software
· Example: a device which can identify which drugs are required by a patient and distribute them in the correct dose automatically through an IV.  
When should I submit a disclosure form?
Now, the sooner the disclosure form is submitted the better. 
A key aspect of intellectual property (IP) protection is strategising the best point in time to protect, from both an IP perspective and a commercial perspective. 
If the work is not yet ready for IP protection, it is still worthwhile to submit the document, such that you can work with the IPCO to develop a plan for IP protection and integrate it into your research plan for strategic success and minimal disruption.
What is IP and why is it important?
Intellectual property is a creation of the mind. Patents, copyright, trademarks and other such mechanisms are ways of protecting the intellectual property. By protecting intellectual property it becomes a clearly defined asset with definitive ownership. IP can be sold, traded or licensed these activities result in us giving others permission to use our IP, and this is the basis of commercialisation.
What is the benefit to me as a researcher?
Under the St Vincent’s IP Policy approximately one third of any proceeds from commercialisation go to the inventors/creators as individuals. As such it is beneficial both for the researchers and the hospital to undertake commercialisation activities.
How do I calculate my IP contribution?
IP Contribution is the proportionate contribution of each inventor/creator to the final work that forms the IP. It is recommended that the inventors/creators gather and have a frank discussion about their contributions, and agree upon percentages that each member of the group deems fair. 
What happens after I submit the form?
The IP & Commercialisation Officer (IPCO) will be in contact with you shortly after submission to discuss the technology in detail. The IPCO will undertake an assessment of the IP, including factors such as patentability, market opportunity, ownership and encumbrances. 
The IP Committee will review the technology and the assessment and determine whether or not to proceed with patenting and/or commercialisation#

You still haven’t answered my question, now what?
Please contact Dr Pamela Blaikie pamela.blaikie@svha.org.au  for more specific advice and assistance.
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